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Moms: 3rd 
Class Citizens 

The Results of a U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
study show how little working mothers are val- 
ued. Its findings for women aged 27 to 33 show 
that women without children earned 88 cents to the 
dollar compared to men. But women with children 
made only 50 cents to the dollar. 



ft 

ft 
ft 



§ 



•> A • 



• • 



211 Hiefaeopld in rnu 
CommuMii-u jjjho hfrre. 
becji>i leaaitiq in Vne. 
Support oFmohS 



j Working women ^^1 
$ are working 

longer hours 

for lower pay. 
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twice as likely to work full time, ^ 

year-round as they were in # • 
1970. a^'^tol^^f our income, goes to 
Paufbr chi idcBr-e 50 foil time workwej w 
m rr\s are sV'ift earning a Sub- minimi uia^ 

JPart-time work is not always % % ^ 

voluntary for women. Twelve % % % 

percent of all women working • • 

part time do so because they can't find full-time jbbSj 
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Vfe as di'i IdKen ; Have 4fie. RgW"; 

To be happy and to be {rated ojitti compassion uJ ffiis uorU/ 

This means: 

Ja^ no or* will laugh af os^forf or fieU M « S U^ 

■to learn .ewsydau $\ imqs -ftat are. m&jj +0 us . T j1 
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Welfare "Reform" Did Not 
Happen Overnight 

1993 • )995: State Level Welfare Reforms Sweep Across the Country 
Fueiea oy Loosened FederaJ Waiver Authority, 

1 995 ?4th Leg'slative Session, Texas Passes Major Welfare Changes in 
HB 1 863, includes Workforce Consolidation. 

1996: Federal Welfare Overhaul with the passage of The Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 
(PRWORA) Effective August 22, 1996. 

1997. 75th Legislative Session. Texas Tinkers With Welfare Policy, 
Allocates New Welfare Block Grant and Confronts Work 
ReGi-'rements. 



1 997 Federal Budget Reconciliation Act of 1 997 includes new money 
for | qs -training 
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Texas "Reformed " Welfare 
Before the U.S. Congress Did 

■ HB I 863, passed by the 74th Legislature (1995), was Texas' 
major welfare "reform" 

- It made significant changes to welfare 
Time Limits 
Work Requirement! 

Personal Responsibility Agreement , 

Eligibility Changes 
P;iot Proieca 

consolidated Job Training Programs 
Oeate ~exas Workforce Commission 
Auchonx« Local Workforce Boards 
Block Grant funds to Local Boards 
Establish one-stop Career Ctrs. Uniform Applications 
~ars moved t c TWC 

laracteristics or ham Hies 
Receiving We/fare in Texas 

Welfare families are very poor 

tsitrsr s— - ~ - * s 3 .:s6 _ lS; ea,m 0nth) zl^ 

Welfare families have young children •„ .„^„ ^ 

- Pe. .em * .he ^dren ftc ^^ ^ 

■ «, ?t«* of -e^e f am„,e« ,nd u de K to. one ^^ 

Welfare families are small 

/;^e welfare family ha* 2.7 persons' ,„ mmm , amm ^ lmm 

Anec=otal,y. we kfl ow welfare families often don't have support 



Demographics of Texas' Welfare 
Families 

• 2i " -00 Texas families receive welfares •w**,..^ 

- :=:als 607, OCC individuals 

- Ibout 3 percent of all Texans 
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es are headed by a wcmm 
t -ndufle two parents 
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• Race snd Ethnicity .„ 

- - :%r-er;.-3;.;=9-. are Anglo 
i ;=r;*nt..<7 X0--are Black 
J i - t ';i"t.-^.cDn..areH, 5 pan,c 

•■*£•*) Asian or other 'aces 



|"3-l)5f&M In addition to low socioeconomic status, an- 
6F other environmental stress that is highly corre- 
IrfltwS* i a ted with abuse is unemployment. 1 33 1 Perhaps 
..JvIl. the feelings of having lost control over one's re-l 
J J '^sources is relieved by using force against pow-j 
^X erless children. In psychology this behavior is 
. .called catharsis, which is the alleviation of un-l 
I foy^iy conscious fears, drives, or conflicts by giving] 
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them conscious expression. Or perhaps, when 



w>JT- children are abused, the parent is projecting 
9*Jij<Jrc.ihe blame on them for unemployment. "If I 
pLTr I hi riidn't have a family to support I wouldn't be in 

this predicament." 
MAMtdi'ak, ^ Duse m society is not new. Roman fathers 
(•rfK- were legally permitted to kill their unwanted 
Facati^children. In earlier centuries, children were 
l&c^S sometimes crippled and mutilated to make 
Pohc- them more pathetic and, therefore more prof- 
IKl 3 itable beggars. It was common to flog children 
RjpM&h' n colonial times to break their wills. Until the 
iMQ late 1800s it was not uncommon to find dead or 
Poor abandoned infants on city streets. (341 
NOHS^ l ntil recently, children have had little legal 
b)3H 1^*4 protection. In fact, the first child-battering case 
"tntrvi brought to the courts in this country was in the 
nJ£ 1860s. A child named Mary Ellen had been 
i^ starved and kept in chains. Since there were no 
_' laws to prohibit mistreatment of children, the 

u»nq ■ jt J , ■ 

-.iq/j case was tried under regulations prohibiting 
.cruelty to animals. In the 1960s states began to 
■fopes P ili>s laws, in various forms, requiring that doc 
^p tors report cases of child abuse to police and 
Poor social agencies, while granting them immunity 
templet from lawsuits for making such reports. 

3s violcNj^afexjeiv/e, p&apfe i^no 6o*i\ love 
or Cdtt %r Thier- children ■ CFTEH («**&■* 
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exas Compared to the Natior 

Texas provides welfare to far fewer poor families than other states 



'exas only 40 percent of poor families receive welfare 
■se U.S as a whole. 30 percent do 



Texas :ash assistance grant is much lower than that of other states 
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■ three states provide lower monthly grants 

(fi states have grants that are three times as large a ""exas 

as done a much worse job than other states in ensuring its ca. 

ze grant keeps pace w/ inflation »* :•,-»,. 

• a- c-.- adjusted dollars. Texas grant has !cs: 66 percent of its buying pew* 

■^^^^g^i ~ -;r. buying ;; /.°r as '=<is 
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alk) "jhe auwiMfl t\%6 ft msilm WEftfH/fa 1& a 
verw u«i/ orpautziA dysten, bated m vhlencc , < sgjafa >H ad! 

• rlmt aluJdijS b/?MC\ -fat Mfen rW| on #te 6#Ja1 laikr 

The focus on the deficit and Ip],^ ffiQi^\l ^nili, 
the sexist and racist attacks on 



poor women and children are 
smokescreens for the real 
dynamic in national budget 
politics: using the federal 
budget to continue a giant 
transfer of wealth from low- 
income, middle class and 
working people to the wealthy 
and corporations 
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CAPITALISM TH RIVES oy iSDLATfOA/J 



It Takes A Whole Baby 

Product And Toy Industry 

To Raise A Child 

CR H(W;W£ BEj&IN BUILDING THE NEAT miERfflOH 

{Sood patenting means owning the right stuff) qc f r^ci iMrpQ W 

site." 



2?j Cynthia Peters 



uy a copy of the Prenatal Classroom and learn 
how to give your fetus a juir.pstart on learn- 
ing. Have a "Babyscapes Video Mobile" in- 
stalled in your baby's crib to ensure proper infant 
stimulation during the crucial first year. If baby gets 
over-stimulated, simply switch on the soothing white 
noise machine instead. Get your toddler interested in 
food by serving it in a plate shaped like an airplane 
(cockpit holds the cheerios; tail holds the drink cup; 
fork and spoon look like miniature planes), or a mu- 
sical plastic train that includes teething rings, snack 
Q — bowls and bottle holder- all the while playing "I've 
«■ been working on the railroad." Feel more in control 

8 of your environment and your child's life by purchas- 
ing just the right safety devices, such as the specially 
t designed cover for their seat in the grocery cart to 
shield them from germs. Purchase the best "feeding 
system," the right education, the most stimulating 
)z ) X t0yS * and ^S 31110 cott °n bed sheets, and your child 
Q£ u will be happy, healthy, and brighter than other chil- 
dren. 

From your first moments as a parent, you will be 

inundated with the idea that well-being for you and 

your child can be purchased. Good parenting is a 

matter of owning the right products. The human act 

3J of parenting has been harvested for profit, and the 

y harvest has been bountiful. In the last 30 years, for 

_ J >j sample, Toys R Us has grown from a 4-store $12 

<U] million a year operation to a 540-store $6.7 billion 
one. (Playthings, September 1993.) Meanwhile 
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many parents struggle in isolation to do the right 
thing by their offspring, scrutinizing product catalogs 
and magazines (essentially ad conduits) for solutions 
to their parenting dilemmas. 

Mothers in particular are deluged with advice and 
product information from the experts about how to 
properly raise our children. We are saddled with re- 
sponsibility for every element of their well-being. 
Shari Thurer, in the Myth of Motherhood, argues that 
in the last 40 years when more and more (particu- 
larly white) women have joined the work force (both 
out of need and desire), and since feminism has al- 
lowed many women to pursue life outside the private 
sphere, so the demands on mothers have reached an 
all-time high. The idea that a baby's education begins 
in the cradle was popularized in the post-WW n baby 
boom, and provided a huge market for just the right 
stimulating toy at every stage of development. It also 
provided experts with ample opportunity to micro- 
manage every element of mother's behavior toward 
her child. The privatization of child-rearing is re- 
duced not just to families but to the mother-child re- 
lationship in particular. Mothers are isolated, then 
they are hit hard by the marketers for the toy and 
baby product industry. 

Just as the marketplace wants you to think sports 
shoes will make your life more cutting edge, beer 
will make you younger, and Coke is not just a bub- 
bly brown liquid but "the Real Thing," so the right 
parenting gadgets— along with their portable ver- 
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sions— will make you a good parent. Indeed, mar.v of 
the gadgets are useful and sensible to own. As a par- 
ent I know that much 01 what is available in the 
marketplace can facilitate the work of raising chil- 
dren. Products can bring enjoyment, educational 
value, or ease daily life with kids. In this day and 
age, while moms and dads largely struggle in isola- 
tion from each other and from community support 
systems that once might have been there to relieve 
self-doubt and offer guidance, we shop for our par- 
enting supports. In doing so, we pass consumption 
values onto our children, training them in the ways 
of a throwaway society and readying them to be little 

shoppers who believe that prod- 

ucts determine our identities and 
are capable of solving our prob- 
lems. We also buy into an ideol- 
ogy that at best helps us rational- 
ize a work-a-day world that is ex- 
tremely unfriendly to children and 
families, and that at worst steers 
us away from seeing and protest- 
ing structural inequality, including 
the global impoverishment of chil- 
dren. 



The Crib As A Form Of 
Social Control 

Cribs have not always been 
considered the most essen- 
tial piece of baby furniture 
you could own. Even today, in 
most countries (particularly in the 
Third World), babies do not sleep 
in cribs. Throughout human his- 
tory, babies have, for the vast 
majority of the time, slept with 
their parents. In this current his- 
torical-economic juncture, how- 
ever, sharing sleep goes decidedly 
against the ideological grain. In 
the early 20th century, health 
workers "zealously handed out 
banana boxes... to serve as cradles 
in order to try and stamp out the 
habit of mothers and babies sleep- 
ing together." (The Politics of 
Breastfeeding.) As babies gradu- 
ated from the banana box to the 
crib (mattress sold separately), a 
whole baby product industry, 
along with the attendant baby ad- 
vice industry, was spawned.-^ 
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Think cf ?.!! the things you did not v.tz-1 to own in 
the p re-ban ana box days. First, you wouldn't need 
the crib— the stay-at-home version or the portable 
one. Nor would you need the additional room (or 
rooms if you have more children) in which to put the 
crib, along with its matching changing table. You 
wouldn't need the bassinet that preceded the crib nor 
the toddler be . Jiat comes after. You wouldn't need 
the dancing fcev.f mobiles or the little machine that 
simulates flashing TV images to keep your baby en- 
tertained while she is alone in her crib down the hall. 
You wouldn't need the white noise machine, the 
pacifier, the special blanket and array of blank-faced 



ECOBABY springy 

Visit us at our new store in San Diego. Stop 
by 1475 N Cuyamaca in El C^jon. 10-5 M-Sat 




ORGANIC and natural fiber clothes, 
bedding, and diapering products. 

Clothing features Tagua Nut buttons & low-impact dyes. 
Hundreds of environmental alternatives for your family. 
New! A r -^ey Organic? Healthy Times, and 
Thomas the Tank Wooden Railroad System. 

Now! BABYPLUS Prenatal Learning Device. 

ALL-IN-ONE DIAPER 
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Babyscapes" Video Mobile 

Km of ::s k»hl! VhIko M*jN!s i» designed &*m+m ^r-nn ,n , ; h„-. w 
pcoper mfjci annul) Own during rh« criivijl first v«r <rf drv*ti.wiw:»i 
The r^fc winuin, wwp.w ^fasaeed hlj.-k. wfiiiv -ind red geoirrtf* 
Jiaj»cs .vhith have Keen prm-cri to be dearly rveofnosinfc t<- infem* 
Oa*MMl mu$K ncstimfnuifrt :h* images. An bfani vumubttkHi **>.,<:« 
Wrttttfl by kfclMf Ctt.d Jc-.cli-.pineru LSpertl, b included. 
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stuffed animals, or the blanket wild the vibrator to 
soothe your baby (because you're not. there, because 
you've been told that it's best for your baby to 
soothe herself). You wouldn't need the special feed- 
ing system that you keep in the baby's room for con- 
venience. You wouldn't need the bumpers, the 
sheets, and all the decor to match. And because you 
wouldn't be accustomed to being separate from your 
baby, nor would you need the "Good vibrations ham- 
mock swing" that can be upright for playtime when 
it rocks, bounces and vibrates. {Right Sum catalog 
summer 1997.) 

The requirements of the crib don't just boost the 
economy, they also teach certain behaviors that are 
important in an industrial society dominated by the 
clock and inane rules that enforce hierarchies Baby 
must learn that when he's in his crib, he must sleep 
or play quietly. If he cries, he will be ignored. If 
he's hungry, he must wait. Parents must listen to the 
crying and, even if they find it difficult, must squash 
any desire to go to their child. How will he learn 
otherwise? It can be difficult to adjust to rigid sleep- 
ing and eating schedules, but it must be done. Why? 
Because we have internalized the notion that our ba- 
bies must be independent. That they should squash 
needs that could be met with human comfort and 
learn to get needs met by comfort objects. We are 
not only training them in the rhythms of the work- 
place, we are teaching them to orient themselves and 
their needs toward objects. The responsibility for 



most of this training is placed on Mom's shoulders. 
She is the target of the more than 1,000 parenting 
books listed in Books in Print \ the countless advice 
columns, TV and radio shows, and videos— all dictat- 
ing the minutia of everyday life with children. 

The all-time best-selling Baby and Child Care by 

Dr. Spock, a book that has influenced millions of 

parents for over 40 years, recommends that if the 

newborn starts out in her parents' room, it is a good 

idea to get her out by the time she is six months old. 

This is the right age to move her because by then, 

she has "the strength to take care of [herself] pretty 

well." Perhaps what Dr. Spock has in mind is the 

fact that a six-month old is strong enough to change 

position if need be. In other words, she probably 

won't suffocate because she has the neck strength to 

lift her head. Other problems— hunger, loneliness, 

boredom, insofar as they are not rectified by the 

pacifier, bottle, mobile, or white noise machine— will 

have to be tolerated. 

Dr. Spock suggests that if children are still in their 
parents' room by the age of six months, "there is a 
chance that they may become dependent on this ar- 
rangement and be afraid and unwilling to sleep any- 
where else." He doesn't say that human children are 
bom dependent on their parents for many things, and 
that children around the world and across time have 
slept with their parents with no harm done as far as 
anyone can tell. He doesn't mention that his advice 
about where your baby should sleep is historically 
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specific and has more to do with his personal preju- 
dices and cultural roots than anything else. 

"Sometimes a small child is going through a period 
of waking up frightened at night— perhaps coming re- 
peatedly into the parents' room, perhaps crying per- 
sistently—and is taken into the parents' bed with 
them so that they can all get some sleep. This seems 
like the most practical thing to do at the time, but it 
usually rums out to be a mistake. Even if the child's 
anxiety lessens during the following weeks, he is apt 
to cling to the security of his parents' bed, and there 
is the devil to pay getting him out again." [italics 
added] 

His main priority seems to be that the child not end 
up in your room for the night under any circum- 
stances. He does not say why. In the face of some 
very strong emotions— fright, persistent crying, anxi- 
ety—a parent may "com- 
fort the child in his own 
room" or "consult a doc- 
tor," but not do the practi- 
cal thing, and the thing 
that many parents know 
instinctively will work the 
best, which, by the way, 
may also be the thing the 
child is actually asking 
for: physical comfort and 
company from his parents. 
Meanwhile, in resisting 
the urge to do the "practi- 
cal thing," we are absorb- 
ing the lesson that we 
probably should not trust 
our own instincts. We set 
ourselves up to require the 
aid of experts simply to 
make it through the night 
or at least to need more 
advice books. We are be- 
ing directed away from 
the solution that will allow 
us all to get some sleep. 

Dr. Spock does allow 
that a child could share a 
room with a sibling but 
believes that "it's fine for 
children to have a room of 
their own, especially as 
they grow older, where 
they can keep their own 
possessions under control 
and have privacy when 
they want it." 



Off to the Right Start 
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I he message to children via their parents is: 
don't look for comfort from us, but here's a 
room where you can comfort yourself and pri- 
vately control your possessions. The cycle builds on 
itself. The mor* a parent is advised and influenced 
by our self-recant consumerist culture, the more he 
is attracted to t. 1 .- baby and child products that actu- 
ally serve to distance him from his child. How else 
could a catalog that promises to "get your child off 
to The Right Start" feature a "playful little timer 
[that] lets you record a personal and positive time-out 
message. Clock face starts out frowning, and at die 
end of time-out rums into a smile as your personal 
message plays. 3atteries included." So now we not 
only send the'* :o their rooms for soothing comfort 




NEW! 

Brush up on fun 

This wind-up timer helps you reach 
your child good oral hygiene and 
makes brushing teeth a happy rime. 
Ro:ate the toothbrush hand, 
and rhe rimer will runs for the 
1 V? minutes pediatric dentists ■ 
recommend. When the rimer rings, 
the dock face smites and it's lime to 
stop brushing. Built-in toothbrush 
holder is on the side (toothbrush 
not included). Ages 27. to 4 years. 
8'/V'Hn 57 ,'Tx 27--' D. 

D«ntal Car* Tin>«r #0443001 3 
$ 1 4.9 5 



NEW! 

Time-out with a 
happy ending 

'his playful little timer lets you 
record a personal and positive 
time -out message. Clock face 
starts out frowning, and at rhe end 
of time-out turns into a smile as 
your personal message plays. 
Operates on 2 bucton-cell batreries 
fincluded;. Ages 1 to 4 years. 
8'A'H x 5%"W x 2Vj"D. 

Tiro* -out Timor #04430012 $ 1 9.95 
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from machines and objects, we also send them there 
to be disciplined by toy clocks that play back what 
could only be some trivial sound bite of parental 
guidance. For only 519.95. you can remove yourself 
another step from your child's life. 

Our children are gcod consumers in the making. 
Toy makers have long been aware thai successful toys 
imitate adult activities. (Playthings, Se: member 1993.) 
Shopping is an essential American skiil. "Melanie's 
Mall is a center for more than just shopping. Take 
the escalator to Beauty World, then head to the food 
court, or head out through the revolving door!" Or 
you can purchase for your child a "Supermarket 
Check-Out with electronic scanner that beeps, a play 
credit card, and pretend food." ("Boys Have Better 
Toys" by Lydia Sargent, Z Magazine. November 
1996.) The Boston Children's Museum matures as 
one of its permanent exhibits a make believe grocery 
store where children can wander down the aisles, 
loading their baskets with plastic grocery replicas, 
and then purchasing them at the pretend check-out 
counter. 

Toys also privatize the relationship between parent 
and child. Parents think they can buy their child the 
tools to make them smart, happy, and well adjusted, 
and so their attention is directed away rV„\a the 
larger social forces that might be affecting them. 
There's a new toy on the market called Sticky Situ- 
ations. It allows parents and children to 
work together placing stickers on design 
boards to help them sort through difficult 
life experiences, such as "Mommy's hav- 
ing a baby," or "When will you be 
home?" There is also a version that helps 
you explain to your child what he or she 
will be doing the next day— "think of it as a son of 
Franklin Planner or Day Runner for kids who can't 
read yet." (Nation's Business, January 1997.) Rather 
than took to your community, extended family, or 
social benefits package for help getting through sticky 
situations, you can purchase a toy instead. As the 
entrepreneurs have figured it, "There's been a ton of 
stuff with stickers out there— jobs charts and calen- 
dars and more stuff than you can imagine— but no- 
body has picked up on the emotional side yet." Al- 
though the folks in the sticker business are just get- 
ting around to using their product to meet emotional 
needs. Hallmark has not been so slow on the uptake. 
A new line of their cards is designed for absent par- 
ents who want to brightly remind their child to have 
a good day or be good at school. 

The Boston Globe's "Child Caring" column ad- 
vises us in an "afterthought" to improve our chil- 
dren's self-esteem by saying something positive to 
them at least five times a day. These quantified and 
purchased moments with our children give us false 
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comfort, even as the social supports that might truly 
guide them as they grow up dwindle. They do not 
encourage us to challenge our workplaces for more 
leave so that we don't need Hallmark to communi- 
cate with our children. They don't lead us to ques- 
tion whether self-esteem -building comments can be 
squeezed into five minutes of quality time or whether 
we will be capable of keeping track of the count 
when we are run ragged by the demands of home 
and work life. They don't get us to think about some 
of the stickier situations kids find themselves 
in— poverty, bad schools, a toxic environment, and 
unsupported families. 

It Takes A Whole Baby Product And 
Advice Industry To Raise A Child 

How we parent, and what is considered good 
parenting is historically specific. Practices 
that are considered detrimental today were 
endorsed in our parents" or grandparents' day. The 
marketplace is one of the forces that shapes our opin- 
ion of good parenting. Obviously, as parents, we 
don't see our job as a mandate to train little work- 
ers/shoppers, but the subtle and not- so- subtle mes- 
sages from baby books, magazines, and advertising 
greatly affect our decisions about how to raise chil- 
dren. The result is parents are made com- 
plied in society's need for a population 
trained in the whys and wherefores of a 
throwaway consumer culture, dependent on 
gratifying needs through objects, able to 
accept and even thrive on rigid schedules, 
and satisfied with— even embracing— a 
work culture and a set of social services that make it 
virtually impossible for families to choose an attach- 
ment style of parenting that eschews the objectifica- 
tion of the parent/child relationship and that recog- 
nizes larger social forces (beyond the narrow con- 
fines of the family) that influence a child's well-be- 
ing. 

Hillary Clinton says it takes a village to raise a 
child. But in late 20th century North America, there 
are few villages— unless you count the shopping maJI 
or the mail order catalog that just dropped through 
your mail slot. To resist the commodification of par- 
enting, we have to reverse the isolation that most 
U.S. families experience today. We have to give our 
children the stimulating enriching experience of the 
presence and support of their families and their com- 
munities, not the presents brought to you by Mattel 
and licensed by Disney. z 

Cynthia Peters was a member of South End Press for 
over ten years, and editor of Collateral Damage. 
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QUESTIONS 

AND ANSWERS 

ABOUT WAR TOYS 

These ire ten questions and comments we often hear when speaking 
about war toys or violence in cartoons. There are no right or wrong 
answers; these represent one person's opinions, , 

I. / played with gum as a child and I grew up lo ht ok (a peace action!, nonviolent). 
I answer this comment in three different ways 

a. War toys have changed quantitatively and qualitatively since many of us 
were children. Kids no longer have a gun or a few toy soldiers, they own 
arsenals of weapons backed up with scenarios from cartoons. They show 
realistic people fighting out good and evil, there is no room for negotiation, 
cooperation or creative problem solving Scenarios are often racist and sex- 
ist and expose children to incredible violence. Even if your own children 
don't watch the cartoons they can read about the characters on the pack- 
aging of the toys, and they quickly learn it from kick who do watch, VVhen 
children play with these war toys there is little positive creativity. 

b. You may have turned out ok, but our society is extremely violent. People 
growing up in a warm, loving environmtnt, with people who discuss the 
issues of violence and war, and who survive childhood without serious 
emotional traumas, may be able to overcome the influence of war toys and 
cartoons in their lives. Unfortunately, we don't live in a society where most 
kids have that kind of childhood. We need to take societal responsibility 
for violent behavior. 

c. I played with guns as a child too, and I consider myself a good person 
striving to be nonviolent but there is violence within me that is hard to 
overcome and a temper that sometimes prevents me from seeing a clear 
solution. The toys I played with asachifadid not encourage ways to resolve 
conflict in a creative, nonviolent way. 

Z. If Hit don't hoot guns they'll me their finger, stickt, bananas, ek. lo make gum. 
The biggest problem I have with buying war toys is that by buying 
them we are telling our children that we condone them and therefore con- 
done violence and war as solutions to problems Just because children will 
use their fingers doesn't mean we have to provide them with the war toys. 
I wish my children wouldn't make gestures that replicate guns in any way, 
but 1 don't stop them unless it involves fighting 




Denying children guns and wmr toys make* a big deal out of it and It makei them 

want Ihem mart. 

Do we allow our children to put their fingers on a hot stove or in a 
socket or let them smoke or use cocaine because telling them not to will 
make them want it more? NO. Because our job as parents and teachers is to 
raise our children in a safe place, teaching them the morals we believe in 
If we believe this includes restricting war toys and cartoons then we say no 
and explain why. They may rebel, they may want them, but, we can only 
hope they will end up with the values we believe in. We needn't make a 
big deal about war toys to our children which may make it forbidden fruit. 
But simply let them know how we feel and why. 

J VSfar l*yi provide a catharsis for thiliren's anger. 

Giving children war toys does not purge them of violence it often 
creates or escalates it. Most children do not repress their anger, they are 
very up-front about it. We need to give them channels to express their an- 
ger in helpful ways. I recommend that people who have children who play 
with war toys try an experiment. Play with their children and their friends 
for awhile with blocks, balls, puzzles, artwork, etc. After a while introduce 
guns, CI Joe. etc. and see if the behavior and play changes. 

5. How do you channel kids' anger and aggrtition without giving them these kinds 
of cutleh? 

There art many ways of letting a child be angry or use their aggression 
without hurting or pretending to hurt others. I believe the best way is to 
build a child's self-esfeem and praise them for positive behavior, get to the 
root of the anger, and try to help your child use words, cooperate and de- 
velop creative ways to solve problems. Also, physical play and exercise 
helps reduce anger and stress. 

There are many excellent books that deal with these problems. It is 
important to understand the steps of developmental growth in children 
to help them understand their own anger and changes due to growth. 

6. How do I help my child deal with peer pressure lo have war toyt and waich violent 
cartoons? 

There is so much peer pressure to have lots of kinds of toys. It is im- 
portant to help your child have a sense of self-worth as a foundation. Then 
provide them with alternative experiences and toys that they can share 
with their friends. And above all, talk with them about their feelings and 
yours. They should understand why they don't have certain things and 
understand possessing things is not a good basis for friendship or popu- 
larity. Teach them to think for -themselves and share with them examples, 
of the many great people who have done so throughout history. 

It's not only peer pressure butj>ressure from advertisers that children 
must contend with. This can be used as an opportunity for an economics 
lesson. Your children should know that most toy manufacturers' first con- 
cern is profits, not good toys 
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7. How do you handle guns and war leys at home, in school, and with friends? 

We do not allow our children lo have guns or war toys at home or in 
school. Also, we avoid Saturday morning cartoons by doing other things 
with the kids. We do not restrict our kids from playing with other kids' war 
toys on their turf. But, if we see that it is causing fighting we will try to 
focus them on something else. Often an adult's attention in creating an 
alternative is all that's needed. 



9. lotnif ux Jen 'I git* our children war lop they still ploy « war wil h their fin, tr (a>UL 
or wtlh other weapons they create themselves. Hew should we Handle war pl'yl^lP 
Nancy Carlsson -Paige and Diane E. Levin add an important dimension 
to this. debate with their book, "The War Play Dilemma, Balancing Needs 
and Values in the Early Childhood Classroom." They recommend that 
parents and teachers not forbid or stop war ploy but actively take a part in it 
Help children develop both the quality of their war play and their political 
understanding of it. One way to do this is to change the negative war 
scenario they often mimic from television and interject humanity into the 
"enemy." Change the play in a way that challenges their stereotypes of war * *" 
and the enemy. It's important to understand the developmental and po- 
litical issues children are working on in their war play and talk to them 
about their feelings and understandings of weapons and war play outside 
of the play. 

W. When there are so many serious problems in the world, why focus on children's toys? 
People who work on the issue of domestic violence often talk about the 
need to break the cycle of violence. Those who are battered become bat- 
terers. I believe thai is also true on a societal level. Children who are led 
to believe that violence is condoned through what they see on television or 
the toys they are given, will have no problem accepting violence as a solu- 
tion for their own and world problems. Our struggle for peace and justice 
in the world is a long one and will not be completed in oncgeneration. Chil- 
dren grow up quickly and soon become of draft and voting age. They soon 
become those who make policy and those who allow policies to be made. 
If we choose to bring children into the world we must take responsibility ^ 
for them. Even if we don't have our own children we must remember they ^"Oj,. 
soon will be running our world. Helping children to be peaceful, justice- I 

seeking individuals without prejudice is a full-time job but cannot be done VLl 
in a vacuum; we must change society's values as we try to raise our children. T^" 
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*. / can understand why you oppose guns but what's wrong with Transformers and 
toys that change into robots? 
Transformers and Cobots turn into robots with guns, not just robots. 
They transform so they can fight. I have no problems with toys that turn 
into other toys that are not for fighting and I think toy manufacturers 
should be encouraged to make such toys; some do. The main problem is 
these toys are backed up by extremely violent cartoon shows. Gobots has 
66 acts of violence per hour, Transformers has 61. Even if they miss the 
cartoons they learn them from other kids, and the packaging explains the 
violent nature of the toys, -* 
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W/)cn new-born humanity was learning to stand upright, it depende 
much on its mother and stood close to her protecting side. Then ; 

women were goddesses, they conducted divine worship, women s voice i 
was heard in council, she was loved and revered and genealogies were 
reckoned through her. What broke into this feminine Elysium and robbed- 
1 it of liberty and happiness? 




The male of the species. As the race grew 
older, rationality flourished at the expense of moral sense. . . . Man, 
; unmindful of the mother's contributions to racial uplift and welfare, 
1 thought only of bending every energy and forcing tribute from everything 
| and every one who could elevate himself and give him dominating 
power. . . . 

% The mistake began when God was created in a male image. . . . That 
makes life so perverted, and death so unnatural We should have 
imagined life as created in the birth-pain of God the Mother. Then we 
i would understand why we, Her children, have inherited pain, for we 
\wouldknow that our life's rhythm beats from Her great heart, torn with 
\the agony of love and birth. And we would feel that death meant 
reunion with Her, a passing back into her substance, blood of He. blood 
again, peace of Her peace! Now wouidn 't that be more logical and 
satisfying than having God a male whose chest thunders with egotism am 
Js too hard for tired heads and thoroughly comfortless? 87 
Despite the basic male need to take part in feminine values, the 
irchal society seems to be organized the other way: women are , 
to attain a sense of personal worth by taking part in masculine ) 
lues. Instead of aspiring happily to the worthy estate of mother- L. 
i, many women are taught to think it unworthy while they are sti 
fa the "bosom" of the patriarchal family: 

devaluation of motherhood leaves children of both sexes cut off 
toma^td experience, \ MOTHER She has, "as part of her very 
lexuality, a sense of the future: a sense of evolution and growth, a 
notion of deferring pleasures for future gains, a sense of the phases and 
wsons of life, a devotion to the value of the individual human being. - 
|These sentiments are the very source of human morality." 10S Indeed 
t&ese are precisely the sentiments embodied in matriarchal religions' 
Cyclic, future-oriented view of life. Such religions were free of the \ 
peurotic quest for indefinable "meaning" in life, since they never J 
ioumed that life would be required to justify itself. <Th ey_w_ere also. 
generally free of the anxiety, guilt, and sense of sin imposed by 
, "patriarchal religions, evolved by males made insecure from earliest 
thOdhood by a social order based on male intimidation and 
dominance. MOT H £ R From the beginning, it was maternal! 

spirit that fostered cooperation and togetherness in work or worship. 

The maternal totemic clan was by far the most successful form that 
human association has assumed— it may indeed be said that it has been 
the only successful one. . . . Political organizations, religious theocracies 
States, nations, have endeavored in vain to achieve real and complete 
social solidarity. They are artificial structures; social humanity has never 
succeeded in adequately replacing the bond to which it owes 

its existence. 9S 

Medieval ballads depict a world where mothers were the 

ultimate authority in every household. Sons appealed to mothers, not 
fathers, in times of crisis, as the ballad-hero Johnie Cock asked the 
help of his mother, and through her, of the Goddess. Christianity 
however was devoted to destruction of the Goddess and her temples 
(Acts 19:27). Clement of Alexandria quoted Christ: "I have come to 
destroy the works of the female." 96 Christ ordered his followers to 
renounce their families (Luke 14:26) and said to his own mother, 
''Woman, what have I to do with thee?" (John 2:4). Fathers of the 
church wrote diatribes against motherhood. 97 Western religion conse- 





The secret of fatherhood can only have been revealed to men by 
! women themselves, because women were the keepers of calendri- 
- records, another traditionally female skill that most men thought 
beyond their comprehension. Before the advent of monogamous . 

■ foamage, a late development in human history, there would have been 
' po reason or inclination to correlate copulations with births. Even if 
J fee truth were suspected, there were many negative cases to disprove it 

iome women could copulate frequently and never become pregnant, 
• {others could remain "barren" when living with one man but conceive 
; '|when living with another. Women past menopause or before menar- 

■ »e could take any number of lovers without conceiving, which tended 
[to suggest that menstruation was the crucial factor rather than sexual *- 
{activity.^ Many male scholars still try to pretend there never was a 

Goddess, or if there was, she was only a "cult" figure vaguely associated 
with sexual promiscuity and/or "fertility." It is not recognized that 
religious feeling for the Mother was, if anything, much deeper and 
more passionate than feelings for a divine patriarch. 
As may be found still in many groups of people, motherhood alone' ^fe 
'was the foundation of clan loyalties. In Assam, the social unit of tribes ™ 
| was maharis, "motherhoods." The Malay family was a sa-mandei, 
Y "motherhood." Among the Garos and Khasis, mothers headed the 
pfamily groups and bequeathed all property in the female line; men could 
inherit nothing. Nearly everywhere, kinship bonds also passed only 
through the female line, as in the ancient system deliberately reversed 
by the Bible's "begats," which recognized only male ancestors. Seri 
! Indian tribes called themselves Kunkak, "womanhood," or "mother- 
hood." 8 The earliest religious works of art "are figures of the solitary 
| Great Goddess — the Paleolithic image of Mother, before there was any 

Father either on earth or in heaven." 9 The idea of fatherhood was 
| alien to the religious or social thinking of the earliest civilizations. 10 

p "Home and mother "are written over every phase of neolithic agricul- 

ture. . . . It was the woman who wielded the digging stick and the hoe; 
she who tended the garden crops and accomplished those masterpieces of 
selection and cross-fertilization which turned raw wild species into the 
prolific and richly nutritious domestic varieties: it was woman who made 
the first containers, weaving baskets and coiling the first clay pots. . . . 
In form, the village, too, is her creation: for whatever else the village might ^Bf 
be, it was a collective nest for the care and nurture of the young. Here 
she lengthened the period of child-care and playful irresponsibility, on 
which so much of man S higher development depends. House and 
village, eventually the town itself are woman writ large. In Egyptian 
hieroglyphics, "house "or "town" may stand as symbols for "mother, 
as if to confirm the similarity of the individual and the collective nurturing 
function. In line with this, the more primitive structures— houses, 
rooms, tombs—are usually round ones: like the original bowl described in 

Greek myth, which was modeled on Aphrodites breast. " 

p 

I Ancient civilizations show ample evidence of the matriarchal 

P matrix in which they grew. 

\ i Mother gave comfort and reassurance. Eskimo sha- 

i. mans still call her the soul of the universe, never seen, but her voice 
% can be heard: "a gentle voice, like a woman, a voice so fine and gentle 

■ that even children cannot become afraid. What it says is 'Be not 
afraid of the universe.' 



% 




There was no ruling class to exploit the villagers, no compulsion to work 
for a surplus the local community was not allowed to consume, no taste 
for idle luxury, no jealous claim to private property, no exorbitant desire 
for power, no institutional war. Though scholars have long contemptu- 
ously dismissed the "myth of the Golden Age, " it is their scholarship, 
rather than the myth, that must now be questioned. 

AtCatal Huyuk, in what is now southern Turkey, a matriarchal 
fcmununity of the 7th millenium B.C., there was no evidence of 
fceftainship ocrivalry, though there were many priestesses. Children 
H« buried in the tombs of their mothers. Art and handicrafts flour- 
£4 producing obsidian mirrors, copper and lead jewelry and tools, 
ppboDen textiles, artistically carved wooden vessels. For 1500 years- 
leven times as long as the existence of the United States of Ameri- 
ft— the community seemed free of massacre or war. Though many 
■mdreds of skeletons have been found, none showed any sign of 
Itolent death. 91 

Matriarchal Sumeria dominated the Fertile Crescent for 3000 
Ifean with virtually no evidence of warfare. 92 Neolithic foundations of 
IDcfa peaceful societies have been unearthed at Hassuna, Tell Halaf, 
(tmarra, and Ubaid— where there were no gods. Holy icons showed 
ndy naked women holding or nursing infants. 95 Patriarchal religions 
fetduafly ousted the ancient matriarchies, chiefly by violence; but 
■time scholars have suggested that this revolution was neither satisfac- 
gxy nor final. The Great Mother, ostensibly overthrown by her sons, 
■ in ineradicable archetype dwelling somewhere in the psyche of every 
Soman being bom of woman — which means, of course, every 
puman being. The more emphatically she is denied, the more threaten- 
Big her images appear. 94 Ancient myths were not merely allegorizing 
g^enthey spoke of the furious wrath of a neglected deity. ' — — 

The Kagaba Indians expressed the same sentiments in a 

: forceful song describing their Goddess: 

The Mother of Songs, the mother of our whole seed, bore us in the 
beginning. She is the mother of all races of men and the mother of all 
tribes. She is the mother of thunder, the mother of the rivers, the mother J 
of trees. a S d of all kinds of things. She is the mother of songs and 
dances. She is the mother of the older brother stones. She is the mother < 
the grain and the mother of all things. . . . She is the mother of the 
' dance paraphernalia and of all temples, and the only mother we h^Sh^ 
i. *t -«* — A r#*,. on.ma/c thi- nnlv one. and the mother of the Milky , 
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is the mother of the animals, the only one, and the mother of the Milky 
Way. It was the mother herself who began to baptize. She gave us the 
limestone coca dish. She is the mother of the raig, the only one we 
have. She alone is the mother of things, she alone. And the mother has 
left a memory in all the temples. With her sons, the saviors, she left 
songs and dances as a reminder. ** 

Psychologists often regard the universal myth of the GoWra 
Age as a symbol of childhood. Yet when Plato wrote of the Golden 
Age, he apparently took some details from matriarchal society 1 

familiar to the Greeks as either contemporary or belonging to the recent 
past. He slicf there was "no wildness nor eating of each other, aor any j 

war, nor revolt amongst them \fc e t ^ e Dobu Islanders regarded mother' 

1 hood as the only possible antidote to warfare. Mutual trust was 
inaintained exclusively among members of a matrilineal kinship group 
known as "mother's milk." 
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76 Societies where women set the stan- 
tferds of behavior and morality were found generally kinder than 
male-dominated societies. Children grew up without harsh punish- 

tements, expecting kindness from others as a matter of course and 
nsequently developing into nonhostile, nonviolent adults. Envy, 
sed, and exploit! veness were minimal; depression almost unL-.ewn; 
— me almost unheard-of. People were generally good-humored, 
trustful, and confident. Women were treated as the equals of men. 
Attitudes toward sexuality tended to be positive and permissive. 
People se£r|ed to feel sure Mother Nature would provide for their 
needs, even in cases where a harsh environment demanded hard 
gwo rk for the sake of survival 

An Ethiopian woman expressed the basic psych ologi-] 

cal attitude of Hn\e)r mothers; j 

m ' How can a man know what a woman "s life is? . . . The man spends a night 
, by a woman and goes away. His life and body are always the same. The 
woman conceives. As a mother she is another person from the woman \ 
without child. She carries the fruit of the night nine months bng in her \ 
body. Something grows. Something grows into her life that never again \ 
departs from it She is a mother. She is and remains a mother even 
though her child die, though all her children die. For at one time she 
. carried the child under her heart. And it does not go out of her heart 
ever again. Not even when it is dead. All this the man does not know; he 
knows nothing. He does not know the difference before love and after 
ipve, before motherhood and after motherhood. He can knew nothing. . 
bnlya woman can know that and speak of that. That is why we won't 
be told what to do by our husbands. - 
Egyptian men were awed by maternal behavior patterns, won- .; 

-•dering why women did what they did to maintain the race. Maxims 

written about 1 500 b.c. said: 

Thou shall never forget thy mother and what she has done for thee. 
. . . For she carried thee long beneath her heart as a heavy burden, and 
after thy months were accomplished she bore thee. Three long years 
she carried thee upon her shoulder and gave thee her breast to thy mouth, 
and as thy size increased her heart never once allowed her to say, 
"Why should I do this?"" 

Egyptian scriptures emphasized the honor due "thy mother, 
who bore thee with much suffering. She placed thee in the Chamber of 
Instruction that thou mightest acquire instruction in books. She was 
unremitting in her care for thee, and had loaves and beer for thee in her 
house. When thou art grown . . . cast thine eyes upon her that gave 
thee birth and provided all good things for thee, thy mother. Let her 
never reproach thee." 

Societies dominated by men tended to introduce cruel punish- 
ments, hostility toward the young, formalized rivalry, and sadistic 

elements replacing easy, affectionate sexuality. 
i 
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She cried out for Mama, who did in it 
hear. She left with a wild eye thrown hack. f^| 
she left widi curses, rage 
diat withered her features to a hag's. 
No one can tell a mother how lo act: 
there are no laws when laws are broken . no names 
in call upon. Some say there's nourishment lor pai 
and call it Philosophy. 
Thill's for die birds, vulture and hawk. 
the large ones who praise 
the miracle of ffighJ because 
they use it so diligenjly. 
She left us^siuinng in die (ield. oblivious 



We've cried 

We've held ourselves 

We've rocked 

to the rhytfrtn 

of tears 

turning pain 

to peace 

Rise up now 
woman 



QV 




Hindu scriptures say the Goddess invented alphabets, pictographs, 
idalas and other magical signs, hence her title of Samjna {sign, 
ie, image). The Brahmavaivarta Purana says under another of her 
s, Savitri, the Goddess gave birth to the Vedas, the rhythms of the 
gas, day and night, the year, the month, the seasons, the inch, the i 
ond, and all other units of measurement; also logic, grammar, the' 
Ays of the week, Time, Death, Nourishment, Memory, Victory. 
Religious rituals, the trinity of aeons, and all the gods. 15 
t. As Great Mother Kali Ma, she wore on her necklace of skulls the. 
Jacred Sanskrit letters, which she invented, and invested with such 
magic power that she could create things simply by pronouncing their 
names in this language. 46 The notion led to the Neoplatonic, and 
hter Christian, concept of the Creative Word or Logos. 

Sanskrit matra, like the Greek meter, meant both "mother'' and. 
^measurement." Mathematics is, by derivation, "mother-wisdom." " 
Root words for motherhood produced many words for calculation: 
metric, mensuration, mete, mens, mark, mentality; geo-metry, tri- 
£ono-metry, hydro-metry, etc. Women did temporal and spatial 
deflations for so long that, according to the Vayu Purana, men 
I thought women were able to give birth because they had superior 
I in measuring and figuring. Men imagined that if they could 
piaster these feminine skills, they could give birth, too. "Male ances- 

m" told one another that if they could only learn to measure the 
'earth, they would "happily create progeny." 

| In the Middle East also, numbers and letters were inventions of 
jthe Goddess and the special concern of her priestesses. Ashurbanipal 
'proudly declared that he was the first Babylonian king to learn "the 
Jnoble art of tablet-writing," which belonged to the special scribes 
■called maryanu** A similar Egyptian word for a scribe was Maryen or 
:Mahir, "great one" or "mother." 49 No one was permitted to enter 
[IheHoly of Holies in Babylon's municipal temple except women who 
^bad given birth; thus it seems likely that the maryanu were originally 
Dthers, dedicated to the Semitic Goddess Man-Anna, otherwise 

as Ishtar. 50 Among the Hittites, priestesses known as Elderly 
Itomen taught the art of writing, kept records, advised kings, and 
iced medicine. 51 The Triple Goddess of Fate was incarnate in 
jlhree Guises or "writers," corresponding to the Germanic Fates called 
[DkSchreiberinnen, the Writing- Women, and the Roman mother of 
[destiny Fata Scribunda, "the Fate who writes. 

The descending order of beings began with "Goddess and 
pds, women and men." 21 By Babylonian law, "any sin against the 
»«ther, any repudiation against the mother was punished by banish- 
■WU from the community." The Lycians too kept track of female 
^cestors only. Heraclides Ponticus said of them, "From of old they 
Brvebeen ruled by the women." 22 Phoenicians wrote of recent past 
•hen people didn't know their fathers, but took the names of their 
Bothers. Buddha reached back to basic maternal imagery in his 
Discourse on Universal Love: "As a mother, even at the risk of her , 
own life, protects and loves her child," her only child, so let a man 
cultivate love without measure toward the whole world, above, 
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no justice for women 
and children in the 
courts 



My name is Dolores Markee. I am 
■. 35 year old mother of two writing this 
erter from prison. The following is i 
•rief synopsis of the circumstances that 
nought me here. 

On January *• 1^3, 1 killed the 
exual molester (George Paouris) of my 
laughter then age 3. Ten months later, 1 
vas tried, convicted and sentenced to 58 
ears in the Texas Department of 
Corrections. I had never been in any 
-ind of trouble with the law prior to this 
n my entire life. I was charged with 
nurder for the shooting of my daughter's 
exual ly abusive father. I am not just 
nether convict asking to be released; the 
ircurostances surrounding my deed, tie 
nything but typical. 

1 married George Paouris, 
lecedent, in' 1984. George was in the 
ireek Navy. During our marriage, we 
ved in several places in .the United 
> tales and then moved to Greece. 

George's behavior deteriorated 
vith heavy drinking, verbal abuse, and 
ralousy, I returned to the United States, 
i ill health, to await the birth of our 
aughter, Raquel. George came to visit 
te Unite*? Slates for a few days for the 
irth of Raquel. He refused to pay the 
ospital for her birth, I was unable to 
* turn to Greece due to my son's father 
from my first marriage) prevailing in a 
ourt hearing, that required me to remain 
i Texas with my son, or relinquish 
ustody of him. George wanted me to 
ee the USA with my son, new baby, 
id return to Greece. I chose to follow 
>e law of the courts. 

After two years, without sending 
s any support, George returned to the 
ruled States after being terminated from 
ie Greek Navy. He expected our 
larriage to pick up when he had left it. 
•ur marriage deteriorated as George 
ecarae more and more obsessive, 
id mentally and physically 
busive to our daughter Raquel. After 
lany incidents, we separated in 
ovember 1990. 

eorge and I divorced in March 1991, 
; th me receiving full custody of 
<nel. In May 1991, at the end of one 
v daughter's visits with George, I 



' discovered evidence of sexual abuse. I 
observed my child (32 months old) 
"touching" herself in a sensuous and 
seductive manner. My daughter told me 
that "daddy showed her how to do that* 
Raquel also told me that her "daddy* had 
"kissed" her "all over" her body, 
including her word for her "private parts" 
and her bottom. I took my child to the 
hospital and they reported the incident to 
the police department. My daughter and I 
were referred to Child Protective 
Services, and the District Attorney's 
Office. 

I was advised to withhold 
visitation to protect my child. 
Subsequently, George filed for 
reinstatement of visitation. 'Die District 
Attorney's Office decided not to proceed 
with the case involving the May 1991 
allegations because my daughter was 
"not old enough to testify." 1 withdrew 
my sponsorship of his petition for 
citizenship. 

George remarried in July 1991, 
one week before his time to be deported. 
Visitation by George resumed in 
September 1991, and I learned that the 
allegations of sexual abuse had been 
rejected by the District Attorney's Office. 

The court ordered that George's 
visits be supervised by his spouse. 
When George had visitation in October 
1991. my daughter once again described 
in tears how her father had sexually 
abused her. Again we went to the 
hospital. The doctor noted "swelling and 
irritation to vulva is consistent to sexual 
manipulation." The doctor continued, 
"Child states her father did it and that it 
happened before." I was instructed by the 
District Attorney's Office to withhold 
visitation, once again. 

In November 1991, the court 
ordered visitation resumed but with 
supervision by an independent agency. 
The District Attorney's Office reviewed 
the case again and after the child bad met 
with District Attorneys and District 
Attorney's Advocates, the case was 
presented to a grand jury for indictment. 

George was indicted on 16 counts 
of aggravated sexual assault of our 
daughter Raquel. After he was indicted. 



he filed to change custody, at the advice 
of his attorneys, "A good defense is a 
strong offense. " 

Incredibly, in July 1992, 1 lost 
custody of Raquel to her abusive father, 
George. Judge Carlton Spears said, in his 
opinion, the sexual abuse did not occur, 
and because George was "just under 
indictment" that could not be used 
against him. The Assistant District 
Attorneys were not allowed to testify on 
my behalf due to the pending criminal 
charges against George. 

The District Attorney's Office 
reviewed the transcripts of Judge Carlton 
Spears' decision, and did not change their 
opinion regarding the strength of their 
case against George. However afler 
George got custody of Raquel her whole 
personality started to change and she 
would not talk to the District Attorneys 
about the sexual abuse even after 
repeated efforts by the District Attorney's 
Office. 







On January 6, 1993, Raquel and 1 
met with the District Attorney. I was 
informed that the State could not proceed 
with the case against George because 
Raquel was, "Afraid to talk." 

Back at my home, Raquel told me 
that George had sexually abused her the 
previous night, "Daddy put his hand in 
my pajamas and I didn't like it." 
"Mommy, I couldn't breath!" I was due 
to return my daughter to George that 
same evening. 

After seeking all avenues to 
protect my daughter, with little to no 
success, confrontation with the abuser, 
George, was the only thing left. I went to 
question George about the abuse, taking 
a gun because of my fear of him. 
After a discussion with George outside 
his house with no results, I turned to 
leave. 

Then George told me that he had 'solved 
his immigration problems, the girl 
(Raquel) would live with him forever, 
the court was on his side and he could do 
what ever be wanted to her or me!" I 
knew what be meant and pulled lite gun 



from my pocket and fired hitting him 
nine times including the genitals. 1 
waited for the police to arrive and told 
them over and over, "He molested my 
baby!" 

This person was killed in a crime 
of passion. My efforts were to protect 
Raquel. George molested Raquel. He 
was going to do it again and again and 
there was nothing anyone was doing to 
stop him.... 

So why was 1 sentenced to fifty- 
eight years for protecting my daughter? 
My daughter, husband, family and I have 
asked this and many other questions. 
Perhaps it was due to me being a female 
Hispanic. Perhaps it was due to not 
accepting a 20 year plea-bargain offered 
by the State. Undoubtedly it was due to 
the motion in limine filed by (he state 
that prevented my attorneys from 
questioning witnesses regarding their 
opinion whether George was the 
perpetrator of sexual abuse upon Raquel 
The morion in limine pi events anything 
negative about the deceased being used 
in court 

The critical facts in issue: Had 
Raquel been sexually abused by George? 
Did. I have reasonable belief at the time 
of the shooting, that Raquel had been 
sexually abused by George? Was Raquel 
in continuance of danger. Now, five 
years later, I still believe it, as does my 
daughter Raquel, and the rest of our 
family. 

The jury never got to hear the 
child victim advocates and the three 
District Attorneys testify about their 
opinion that Raquel had teen sexually 
abused by George. 

The jury never got to hear my 
three sisters' testimony ihit corroborated 
the sexual abuse of Raquel. 

The jury never got to hear my 
husband Richard Market's testimony as 
evidence of the fact that Raquel was 
indeed sexually abused. 

Additional proof of the child's 
sexual abuse, NOT provided to the jury, 
includes a police report by officer 
Peterson where Raquel told the officer 
that George had molested her. 

The jury never got to hear my 
mother's testimony that she observed 
Raquel's red and irritated vaginal area, 
after visits with George. The child also 
spoke of "games* George played with 
her and described several incidents of 
sexual abuse by George after he had 
custody. 

The medical sexual assault 
examinations were not presented to the 
jury. The examination on May 1991, 
indicates several abnormalities, including 
a thickened hymen and red area. Raquel 
also reported to medical personnel that 
George molested her. 

The medical examination of 
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Raquet on October 1 99 1 , indicates 
physical findings consistent with 
manipulation of the genital area, and that 
Raquet told medical personnel of oral* 
genital contact by George. 

Surprisingly enough, people I 
never met. nor had met me, were allowed 
to testify that "I was untruthful" because 
George had told them so. 

The prosecutor told the jury "you 
never heard any testimony from anyone, 
other than Dolores, mat Raquel was 
molested." How could they? The state 
did not allow the testimony, by filing the 
motion in limine . 

Was killing George a good thing? 
No! I tried for over eighteen months to 
get the "system" to help protect ray 
daughter. Was letting George continue to 
molest Raquel a good thing? Absolutely 
No! If I did not protect my child from 
sexual abuse I would be no better than 
the sexual molester. The difference, I 
would have been prosecuted for child 
neglect 

Only in Texas can you ambush 
and kill someone for breaking your 
garage windows, or kill someone for 
crying to steal your pickup truck, but you 
cannot protect your child from sexual 
abuse. 

Perhaps another reason I was 
sentenced to fifty-eight years, the media 
characterized that the sexual abuse 
allegations arose "in the midst of a 
custody fight"; when in fact I had full 
custody of Raquel. The jury failed to 
consider I had no previous criminal 
record. The court's county ps> chianiiL 
Dr. Sparks, gave his opinion that I was 
"not dangerous now or likely to be in the 
future." 

I was prohibited from entering 
evidence whose facts would reveal my 
maternal instincts took over after the 
entire system failed to protect my 
daughter from George Paouris. 



While I have a loving and 
supportive husband, family and friends 
it is crucial for a large number of citizens 
to help. You can help by your support 
and writing letters to: 

Texas Department of Criminal Justice 
Board of Pardons and Paroles 
PO Box 13401 Capital Station 
Austin, TX787U-3401 

Office of the Governor 
George W. Bush 
Box 12428 
Austin, TX 7871 1 

Write your letters asking, 
demanding, however you want to state it, 
to let Dolores Markee out of prison on 
■parole. Please send copies of your letters 
to me at the address below, tf you know 
others interested in helping, whether 
financially, writing letters, helping 
"ghost write" a book of the entire story, 
writing press releases to media nation 
wide, listing my need for help on the 
Internet, we welcome their participation 
air J support Only with your help will mv 
family be restored Our goal is to get 
nationwide support from diverse 
communities, that believe our children 
are the most precious resources, to be 
cherished and protected. 

We as "non-abusive" parents must 
show that it is not okay to harm our 
innocent children, that there is a 
difference berween a cold hearted 
senseless killer and desperate mother 
who is left not other course. Your 
heartfelt support wj!l make a difference 
and be deeply appreciated. God bless 
you and keep your family safe always. 

Sincerely, 

dolores markee 
#650407 
1916 N. Highway. 36 Bypass 
76599-0001 
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Back Pane : A POEM for ^oH& WOMtM 



A strong woman is a woman who is straining: 
A strong woman is a woman standing 
on tiptoe and lifting a barbell 
while trying to sing Boris Godunov. 
A strong woman is a woman at work 
cleaning out the cesspool of the ages, 
and while she shovels, she talks about 
how she doesn't mind crying, it opens 
the ducts of the eyes, and throwing up 
develops the stomach muscles, and 
she goes on shoveling with tears 
in her nose 
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A strong woman is a woman in whose head 
a voice is repeating, I told you so, 
ugly, bad girl, bitch, nag, shrill, witch, 
ballbuster, nobody will ever love you back, 
why aren't you feminine, why aren't 
you soft, why aren't you quiet, why 
aren't you dead? 



J 



A strong woman is a woman determined 

to do something others are determined 

not be done. She is pushing up on the bottom 

of a lead coffin lid. She is trying to raise 

a manhole cover with her head, she is trying 

to butt her way through a steel wall. 

Her head hurts. People waiting for the hole 

to be made say, hurry, you're so strong. 
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A strong woman is a woman bleeding 

inside. A strong woman is a woman making 

herself strong every morning while her teeth 

loosen and her back throbs. Every baby, 4 

a tooth, midwives used to say, and now 

every battle a scar. A strong woman 

is a mass of scar tissue that aches 

when it rains and wounds that bleed 

when you bump them and memories that get up 

in the night and pace in boots to and fro. 



A strong woman is a woman who craves love 

like oxygen or she turns blue choking. 

A strong woman is a woman who loves 

strongly and weeps strongly and is strongly 

terrified and has strong needs. A strong woman is strong 

in words, in action, in connection, in feeling; 

she is not strong as a stone but as a wolf 

suckling her young. Strength is not in her, but she 

enacts it as the wind fills a sail. 
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What comforts her is others loving 
her equally for the strength and for the weakne 
from which it issues, lightning from a cloud. 
Lightning stuns. In rain, the clouds disperse. 
Only water of connection remains, 
i flowing through us. Strong is what we make 
each other. Until we are all strong together, 
a strong woman is a woman strongly afraid. 
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